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Charleston Photo Shoot Review 
Lead by Ron Rocz 
 
November 6, 2009 
Notes from Ron’s comments 
 
General: 
*Helpful when critiquing art to consider 3 categories: 
 As described by Meade in “Meaning of Art”  
 Some or all may be present.  Usually more is better.  

1. Technical.  Skill with the media 
2. Aesthetics.  Composition, Design, Where does the eye go 
3. What does it say?  A point, Story, Fun, OTC (Over The Counter) Appeal 

*Try shooting the same subject a couple of different ways. 
 Change exposure, focus, depth of field,   
 Different perspective 
 Go back and take the shot in different light 
Light: 
*Question on contrast; correct exposure in harsh sunlight.  
 Use spot metering. Take more than 1 shot.  Meter off light and dark.   
 Interesting to see effect of HDR photography in this situation. 
*Strong reflections can be useful, may add to the story. 
 Look for reflections in windows, on water 
*Saturation gives richness. 
 To saturate try underexposing or use Photoshop after the fact. 
*Back light can be interesting.  Add to the story.  
 Backlit Spanish moss can be nice. 
*Light through a window can be nice. 
*Light through stained glass can be especially interesting 
 
Composition: 
*Using 3 elements in composing a photo usually feels right. 
 2 may not be enough. 
*Move around to include or exclude elements from the composition. 
*Usually simpler is better. 
*Certain images are very evocative of certain areas.  ie very Southern 
 Spanish moss, crepe myrtle 
*Details can add to the story the photo tells. 
*Look for ways to frame your photo. 
 Columns, crepe myrtle branches, palmetto fronds. iron gate 
*Subject off center is good. 
 The eye goes to the subject and moves around from there.   

With subject in the center the eye doesn’t know where to go. 
*Texture adds interest to photographs 
*Shadows can be interesting 
*Repetition of shapes can be interesting 
*Color can draw the eye. 

Repetition of colors is interesting. 
*Use something to lead the eye into photo. Could use a fence or path 
*Look for balance. 
*Look for a different perspective. 
 From ground level. 
 From very high. 
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 Through window glass. 
 Something in foreground.  
 Sometimes straight on is interesting.  Sometimes angle is interesting. 
 
Cropping: 
*Can enhance your composition. 

Take out unwanted elements. 
Move subject off center  

 
Focus: 
*Soft focus can be very effective. 
 
  
  


